WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . A business method for providing access to digital medical image data 
generated by up to a plurality of imaging facilities to a payer, the business method comprising 
the steps of: 

receiving digital medical image data generated by the imaging facilities using 
a gateway at each imaging facility; 

transmitting the received digital medical image data from the gateway to a 
central server via a network and storing the digital medical image data at the central server; 
and 

providing access to the stored digital medical image data via the network to 
the payer for a fee. 

2. A business method according to Claim 1, wherein the digital medical image 
data is transmitted from the gateway to the central server using an authenticated session over 
a secure protocol. 

3. A business method according to Claim 1, wherein the network is the 

Internet. 

4. A business method according to Claim 1, wherein the central server is 
remote from both the imaging facilities and the payer. 
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5. A business method according to Claim 1, further comprising the step of 
determining if the digital medical image data received by the gateway is associated with the 
payer, 

wherein only digital medical image data determined to be associated with the 
payer is transmitted to the central server and stored. 

6. A business method according to Claim 1, wherein the digital medical image 
data is received by the gateway using a DICOM protocol. 

7. A business method according to Claim 1 , wherein the digital medical image 
data is transmitted to the central server and stored in the same format as it was received by the 
gateway. 



8. A business method according to Claim 1, further comprising the steps of: 
receiving a report corresponding to digital medical image data generated by 

the imaging facilities and stored at the central server; and 
storing the report at the central server, 

wherein the payer is provided access to the report via the network for a fee. 

9. A business method according to Claim 8, wherein the report is encrypted 
and transmitted to the central server via the network using an authenticated and secure 
communication session. 
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10. A business method according to Claim 8, further comprising the step of 
providing an interface for the payer to control access to the stored digital medical image data 
and corresponding reports via the network for individuals besides the payer. 



11. A business method according to Claim 8, further comprising the step of 
recording access to the stored digital medical image data and corresponding reports, 

wherein access records are provided to the payer via the network for digital 
medical image data and corresponding reports associated with the payer. 

12. A business method according to Claim 1 , where access to the stored 
digital medical image data and corresponding reports is provided using a web-based viewer. 
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